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    The book Hunting in Time is based on an exhibition trilogy by artist Ronit Porat, displayed in different venues between 2016 and 2018. This body of work revisits a murder that took place in Berlin in January 1931, and made headlines throughout the Weimar Republic: Fritz Ulbrich, a local watchmaker, was murdered in his shop by a sixteen-year-old named Lieschen Neumann, her boyfriend, and another youth. The murder investigation and trial revealed that during the decade preceding the murder Ulbrich had turned the backroom office of his workshop into a pornographic photography studio, where he photographed hundreds of young girls, among them Neumann.

Porat’s artistic practice begins with extensive research in photo archives, collecting images from various sources, merging different taxonomies and periodical readymades with personal autobiographical references. She initially assembles the images in what she refers to as “index sheets,” which subsequently crystallize into the exhibited photographic collages and mural installations. More than recounting the factual elements of the historic case, through the period’s multitude of historic threads and photographic mechanisms, she seeks to trace and outline human behavioral patterns and the emotional passage from victim to perpetrator, in which the photographic gaze plays an imminent role.

The project unfolds the Ulbrich-Neumann story in a fragmentary, non-linear, non-narrative manner. It questions the ability to reconstruct a reliable, formal retelling of the story, instead proposing the archive as a meeting point of collective narratives that can be activated and reinterpreted in multiple ways. By conjuring up collective and personal phantoms, the project strives to recount

a multi-faceted tale of desire and violence, as well as the ways in which they are etched in and evoked by our photographic memory.

Text by: Ines Weizman, Graphic Design: Inedition, Eva van der Schans. Distributed by Idea Books



















 

Ronit Porat was born in Kibbutz Kfar Giladi in Northern Israel, in 1975. She holds an MFA from the Chelsea School of Art and Design in London, and a BA in Photography and Digital Media from Hadassah College in Jerusalem, which she completed with distinction. Porat was the recipient of The Lauren and Mitchell Presser Photography Award for a Young Israeli Artist in 2017. She has received grants from Amsterdam Fonds voor de Kunst (AFK) (2017); Artis (2016); the American-Israel Cultural Foundation (2002, 2004); and was awarded Israel’s Ministry of Culture’s Creativity Encouragement Prize (2013). Porat has participated in several artist residency programs, including the School of Visual Arts Summer Residency, New York (2008); Keret House Residency, Warsaw (2013); and Castrum Pergrini, Amsterdam (2014). She completed a residency with Artport Tel Aviv in 2013. Porat is a founding member of the collective Indie Photography Gallery.
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          Late one Christmas Eve in the 1950s my great aunt and uncle were killed in a horrific car crash. Throughout my childhood in the 80s I noticed that anytime the accident came up in conversation it was still very difficult for my grandma to acknowledge. It was understandable considering the tragic loss, but I sensed there was something dark and secretive about this event for her. Clearly it wasn’t something we should talk or ask about. It wasn’t until I was an adult, late one night, very reticent, my mother revealed that in the crash they were both decapitated. 

Frank Heath
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            Various Authors

          

        
      
	
        
          

        


        
          Grady’s Kinneret paintings recall the chalk markings that surround around a body in a crime scene, with the outlines bleeding into the surrounding areas. The body is no longer present, the markings bear prominence only after the body has been removed, and the victim has disappeared, leaving only the remains of victim killed by unnatural causes.
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          A minimalist yet razor sharp voice emerges from the recent works of Leor Grady. This voice is inscribed with traces of a battle left behind by an invisible body that demands severance of the actual body — queer, Mizrahi, Yemenite, traditional — and from a symbolic body — national, modern, western, and artistic. Grady’s figurative images are measured. When they appear —  they are the figure of this body; which Israeli culture in general, and Israeli art in particular, represses, displaces, excludes, and overlooks — unable to recognize or come to terms with the consequences of its appearance — neither in the symbolic artistic realm, nor in local visual culture.
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          Like every national discourse, my mother's syntax built upon a silent consensus among those who spoke it. Hers was the language of the occupiers, a language that could not afford to let uncultivated areas develop, from which alternative narratives might emerge. 

          
            Mother Tongue, Father Tongue, Following the Death of the Mother and the Death of the Father

            Ariella Azoulay

          

        
      
	
        
          

        


        
          One would think that the frequent invocations of the Holocaust in Israeli public discourse would render consensus sympathetic to the inexorable suffering of any victims of genocide, yet the fate of the Eritrian and South Sudanese refugees currently living in Israel has been met with contempt and derision.

          
            Eritrian and Sudanese Refugees in Israel: A Reckoning

            Ian Sternthal

          

        
      
	
        
          

        


        
          Our world is the last of all worlds. A base world of fragments and husks. Abundance came down from above, lights were poured from vessel to vessel, but the vessels could not contain the intensity, and they shattered to pieces. Lest we forget, our role is to wander amongst the heaps, and seek out the sparks, return the light to its place...the primordial intensities could not be contained in the first place, and the world was created in fracture. Hence, the healing process does not involve returning the elements to their original place, but rather dictates the creation of a new space, where the disparate elements can rest.

          
            Charcoal World

            Merav Yeshurun

          

        
      
	
        
          

        


        
          "Only later did I realize: I had become indifferent because I was constantly surrounded by evil, stupidity, and injustice. I read that and thought about life here, about the people surrounding me, and about myself. I thought about how we are affected by the evil, the stupidity and the injustice surrounding us, and how, if at all, I can protect myself from them."

          
            Letters From Noa Ben Shalom

            Noa Ben Shalom

          

        
      
	
        
          

        


        
          This exoticization of the ‘other’ is janus-faced, already implied by fact that the porcelains were created to suit western tastes for the Orient, and were intended for western export. As objects of an aesthetic exchange between east and west, they both mirror the complexity of the orientalist dialectic, and expose the relations of power which govern this exchange. 

          
            In Conversation,  New York, January 2014.

            Maud Jacquin & Keren Benbenisty

          

        
      
	
        
          

        


        
          Benbenisty’s technique mimics the laborious process of returning archeological fragments to their original form with one exception: she operates in reverse, carving parts from the whole. Using tape to block out and thus preserve sections of the page, she strips away layers of ink ultimately rendering each photographed object unrecognizable.

          
            White Out

            Jessica Eisenthal

          

        
      
	
        
          

        


        
          Over a thirty-year period an enormously powerful class of local and international capitalists have gradually taken control of Israeli society. While privatization on the surface appears to grow net wealth, in reality it has increased the coffers of the wealthy at the cost of creating huge clefts between the lower and upper classes. Today the gap between the lowest and highest earners in Israel is the second highest in the industrialized world, and the child poverty rate is second only to Mexico amongst developed countries (Hanieh, 32).

          
            From Socialism to Capitalism: Privatization In Israel

            Ian Sternthal
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      $25
    


        
      Buy This
    

      


                    View product
        

      

    
	

      
        



        
          WINDOW

          Alexis Penney


                    
            $40
          

          
          View product
        

      

      

        
          WINDOW

          Alexis Penney


                    
            $40
          

          
        
        
                      

  

        
    
      $40
    


        
      Buy This
    

      


                    View product
        

      

    
	

      
        



        
          Killing Time

          Jossef Krispel


                    
            $85
          

          
          View product
        

      

      

        
          Killing Time

          Jossef Krispel


                    
            $85
          

          
        
        
                      

  

        
    
      $85
    


        
      Buy This
    

      


                    View product
        

      

    
	

      
        



        
          Don McCullin

          Don McCullin


                    
            $50
          

          
          View product
        

      

      

        
          Don McCullin

          Don McCullin


                    
            $50
          

          
        
        
                      

  

        
    
      $50
    


        
      Buy This
    

      


                    View product
        

      

    
	

      
        



        
          Above and Beyond

          Alona Rodeh


                    
            $50
          

          
          View product
        

      

      

        
          Above and Beyond

          Alona Rodeh


                    
            $50
          

          
        
        
                      

  

        
    
      $50
    


        
      Buy This
    

      


                    View product
        

      

    
	

      
        



        
          Private Language

          Malin Gabriella Nordin


                    
            $50
          

          
          View product
        

      

      

        
          Private Language

          Malin Gabriella Nordin


                    
            $50
          

          
        
        
                      

  

        
    
      $50
    


        
      Buy This
    

      


                    View product
        

      

    
	

      
        



        
          Thingummy

          Hermes Payrhuber


                    
            $30
          

          
          View product
        

      

      

        
          Thingummy

          Hermes Payrhuber


                    
            $30
          

          
        
        
                      

  

        
    
      $30
    


        
      Buy This
    

      


                    View product
        

      

    
	

      
        



        
          The Corinthians

          Ed Jones and Timothy Prus


                    
            $85
          

          
          View product
        

      

      

        
          The Corinthians

          Ed Jones and Timothy Prus


                    
            $85
          

          
        
        
                      

  

        
    
      $85
    


        
      Buy This
    

      


                    View product
        

      

    
	

      
        



        
          Cocks & Tits & Hurt Feelings

           Shai Yehezkelli


                    
            $25
          

          
          View product
        

      

      

        
          Cocks & Tits & Hurt Feelings

           Shai Yehezkelli


                    
            $25
          

          
        
        
                      

  

        
    
      $25
    


        
      Buy This
    

      


                    View product
        

      

    
	

      
        



        
          Holy Bible

          Adam Broomberg & Oliver Chanarin 


                    
            $150
          

          
          View product
        

      

      

        
          Holy Bible

          Adam Broomberg & Oliver Chanarin 


                    
            $150
          

          
        
        
                      

  

        
    
      $150
    


        
      Buy This
    

      


                    View product
        

      

    
	

      
        



        
          Day and Night

          Uri Gershuni


                    
            $45
          

          
          View product
        

      

      

        
          Day and Night

          Uri Gershuni


                    
            $45
          

          
        
        
                      

  

        
    
      $45
    


        
      Buy This
    

      


                    View product
        

      

    
	

      
        



        
          The Braddocks

          Agnes Bolt


                    
            $35
          

          
          View product
        

      

      

        
          The Braddocks

          Agnes Bolt


                    
            $35
          

          
        
        
                      

  

        
    
      $35
    


        
      Buy This
    

      


                    View product
        

      

    
	

      
        



        
          Cocks Achilles

          Uri Gershuni


                    
            $35
          

          
          View product
        

      

      

        
          Cocks Achilles

          Uri Gershuni


                    
            $35
          

          
        
        
                      

  

        
    
      $35
    


        
      Buy This
    

      


                    View product
        

      

    
	

      
        



        
          30 Years of Being Cut Up

          BREYER P-ORRIDGE (Genesis)


                    
            $300
          

          
          View product
        

      

      

        
          30 Years of Being Cut Up

          BREYER P-ORRIDGE (Genesis)


                    
            $300
          

          
        
        
                      

  

        
    
      $300
    


        
      Buy This
    

      


                    View product
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          Dynamite, 2003

          Noa Ben Shalom


                    
            $50
          

          
          View product
        

      

      

        
          Dynamite, 2003

          Noa Ben Shalom


                    
            $50
          

          
        
        
                      

  

        
    
      $50
    


        
      Buy This
    

      


                    View product
        

      

    
	

      
        



        
          Untitled, 2003.

          Noa Ben Shalom


                    
            $50
          

          
          View product
        

      

      

        
          Untitled, 2003.

          Noa Ben Shalom


                    
            $50
          

          
        
        
                      

  

        
    
      $50
    


        
      Buy This
    

      


                    View product
        

      

    
	

      
        



        
          Kiryat Shmona, 2003

          Noa Ben Shalom


                    
            $50
          

          
          View product
        

      

      

        
          Kiryat Shmona, 2003

          Noa Ben Shalom


                    
            $50
          

          
        
        
                      

  

        
    
      $50
    


        
      Buy This
    

      


                    View product
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          Art editions
      


  
	

      
        



        
          Moonwalk

          Maya Attoun


                    
            $3800
          

          
          View product
        

      

      

        
          Moonwalk

          Maya Attoun


                    
            $3800
          

          
        
        
                      

  

        
    
      $3800
    


        
      Buy This
    

      


                    View product
        

      

    
	

      
        



        
          Rounding Up The Hours Calendar

          Hilla Toony Navok


                    
            $40
          

          
          View product
        

      

      

        
          Rounding Up The Hours Calendar

          Hilla Toony Navok


                    
            $40
          

          
        
        
                      

  

        
    
      $40
    


        
      Buy This
    

      


                    View product
        

      

    
	

      
        



        
          First We Feel Limited Edition Box Set

          Designed by Ian Sternthal


                    
            $1500
          

          
          View product
        

      

      

        
          First We Feel Limited Edition Box Set

          Designed by Ian Sternthal


                    
            $1500
          

          
        
        
                      

  

        
    
      $1500
    


        
      Buy This
    

      


                    View product
        

      

    
	

      
        



        
          Yesterday’s Sun Limited Edition Box Set

          Uri Gershuni


                    
            $2000
          

          
          View product
        

      

      

        
          Yesterday’s Sun Limited Edition Box Set

          Uri Gershuni


                    
            $2000
          

          
        
        
                      

  

        
    
      $2000
    


        
      Buy This
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    Visit
      


  
          

  
  	
        
          
            + Show Past Events
            - Hide Past Events
          
        

      
	
      
                  Past Events / 2023
              


      	
            
              LGBTQ+ LOVE Book Launch in Tel-Aviv

              Shpagat, Tel-Aviv, December 12th 2023

            
          



    
	
      
                  Past Events / 2018
              


      	
            
              In Print Art Book Fair Jerusalem

              Hansen House, Gdalyahu Alon St 14, Jerusalem

            
          
	
            
              Elham Rokni: Don’t Touch the Cucumber Tray

              Sadnaot Ha'Omanim

            
          
	
            
              ‘Fajja’ by Keren Benbenisty, at The Petach Tikvah Museum of Art

              Petach Tikvah Museum of Art

            
          
	
            
              ‘The Believers’ Installation at Breda Photo Festival

              Koepel Prison, Breda

            
          



    
	
      
                  Past Events / 2015
              


      	
            
              Offprint Paris

              Beaux Arts de Paris

            
          
	
            
              Offprint London Art Book Fair, 2015

              Turbine Hall, Tate Modern, London.

            
          
	
            
              The 2015 New York Art Book Fair

              MOMA PS1, September 17th, 2015

            
          
	
            
              ‘Hush: Israel Palestine 2000-2014’ Book Launch at The Migdalor

              April 12th, Tel Aviv

            
          



    
	
      
                  Past Events / 2014
              


      	
            
              Brown Hotel Pop Up Shop

              The Brown Hotel

            
          



    
	
      
                  Past Events / 2013
              


      	
            
              Pop Up Shop in TLV

              69 Rothschild

            
          
	
            
              The Rothfeld Collection Launch at The Chaim Gross Foundation

              526 Laguardia Place

            
          
	
            
              ‘A A O UE’ NYC Book Launch at Printed Matter

              May 14th, 2013, NYC

            
          



    
	
      
                  Past Events / 2017
              


      	
            
              ‘Further Reading’ Book Launch

              Hezi Cohen Gallery, Tel-Aviv

            
          



    
	
      
                  Past Events / 2016
              


      	
            
              Songs Of Innocence and Experience Book Launch @ The Photographers Gallery in London

              The Photographers Gallery

            
          



    
	
      
                  Past Events / 2012
              


      	
            
              Yesterday’s Sun Exhibition + Pop Up @ Volume Berlin

              Volume Berlin
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    About
      


  
  Sternthal Books is an art book publishing company which uses print, motion, and digital media to examine current global issues from an artistic perspective. Through our experience, we shepherd our clients and collaborators through the various stages through which an idea is transformed into a finished product. We believe that art provides all people with the power to express ourselves, transform our surroundings, and make the world a better place. If you are an artist, gallery, or museum interested in publishing, please get in touch at contact@sternthalbooks.com, and for a more detailed list of available services scroll below.

This website is arranged according to media – Read, Watch, Visit, but when you click on a ‘Sternthal Book or Video’, each one acts as a container which brings together components from the various ‘media’: Every book we make is accompanied by a digital edition, a short film, and events and programming, rendering the substance of what we do far more significant then just a book.



  






  Clients


  
    Venice Biennale For Architecture, Artis, The Jack Shainman Gallery, Printed Matter Art Book Fair, Alon Segev Gallery, Chelouche Gallery, Braverman Gallery, UMapped.


  





  Services


  	
        Strategy

        Sternthal Books works with artists, galleries, museums, and a variety of other cultural institutions to best communicate their program’s and exhibitions through a variety of digital, interactive, and print media. Our role varies according to our clients needs, with the capacity to see projects through from strategizing and concepting through production and promotion.



      
	
        Concepting

        Through conversations, dialogue, and research, we sift through a large variety of visual material in order to seek out different approaches to best communicate messaging. Whether it be in the form of an artist book, a website, or a short film, each project starts with a clear conceptual point of departure.



      
	
        Curation

        
Through a process of selection and re-interpretation, we start each project of through a curatorial editing process, where we collaborate with artists to either sequence and arrange their work, and in many cases, embark on the creation of new works to best communicate the artist’s vision. The books and videos we aim to make are not mere representations of existing media, but are works of art in and above themselves.





      
	
        Design

        During the design process we use a variety of models, and mockups, mood and story boards to begin to flesh out concepts, and bring them to reality.



      
	
        Production

        Through our experience we have developed trusting relationships with a variety of programmers, designers, and printing companies in Asia, Europe, Israel, and North America. We can oversee, manage, and produce both audio visual and print projects from start to finish.



      
	
        Promotion

        Through events, newsletters, pop up shops, and various collaborations, we also offer promotional support to our clients and collaborators, helping to provide exposure and visibility for artists and brands alike.
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    Contact
      


  

  Email

  isternthal@gmail.com






  Schedule a meeting

  Email us to schedule a meeting, either in New York, Montreal, or Tel-Aviv.







  

  
    Subscribe for our newsletter
  

  
    
    
    

    
  


  Error registering email. Please reload and try again

  Signed up successfully, thank you






  Follow

  
	
      
      


  
  Instagram
  



          
	
      
      


  
  Twitter
  



          
	
      
      


  
  Facebook
  



          
	
      
      


  
  Tumblr
  



          





  Design & UX: Naama Tobias

  Code: Eli Krupitsky





        

      
    
  

    
    
    

  



    
    Become a Member!
    
      

        

        Annual Membership Gives You:

        	Free Access to all Digital Content, Including Digital Editions of Books
	A choice of three books printed each year, delivered for free to your home



        

  

        
    
      $100
    


        
      Become a member
    

      



        (In the event that we print more then three books, people can upgrade their membership at a reduced rate then the books cost, and will benefit from free shipping)



      

    

  
























    
	


